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there, the pre-K through 8th 
grade school grew from 26 to 
285 students while using a 
challenging òcore knowledgeó 
curricula similar to the classical 

approach used at Veritas. 

Ellenõs heart and demonstrable 
calling for children and fami-
lies, her wisdom as a mother 
and mentor, and her been-
there-done-that leadership 
experience in a young school 
similar to Veritas Academy 
make her an eminently quali-
fied person for this very impor-

tant position within our school. 
We were blessed to have an 
experienced Principal join 
Veritas before its opening in 
the summer of 2005.  Ellen 

Schuknechtõs almost 30 years 
of professional experience 
with childhood education spans 
the gamut from toddlers 
(having owned and operated 
her own pre-school) to college-
bound high schoolers (having 
most recently served as a pro-
gram coordinator for Austin 
ISDõs College Readiness Initia-

tive).   

Prior to moving to Austin in 
2003, Ellen was the principal 
and Executive Director of a 
highly regarded private school 
in Oregon where she had 
served in that capacity since its 
opening.  In her seven years 

Veritas Board of Trustees  

Our Board of Trustees consists of the 
husbands and wives of the four 
founding families.  Our backgrounds 
include bachelorõs and masterõs de-
grees in various fields of business and 
education; years of teaching and 
teacher training experience in public, 
private and home school environ-
ments; and more years of corporate 
and entrepreneurial business  

experience. 

 Ellen Schuknecht (Principal) 

Jef Fowler (Head of School) 

Co-founder and trustee Jef Fowler serves as the full-time Head of School, 
responsible for all operations of the academy according to the direction 
established by the Board of Trustees.  Jef is an experienced business owner 
and operator, having started and/or served as an executive officer (CFO/
COO/CEO) at several high growth companies in Austin and Houston over the 
past twenty years.  Possessing an MBA in Finance from the University of 
Texas at Austin, a CPA, years of M&A and strategic/financial consulting 
experience with Big Four accounting and consulting firms, and even more 
years of entrepreneurial business and church administration/board experi-
ence, Jef applies those skills in helping to establish a lasting foundation at 
Veritas Academy.  He also serves the National Association for University-

Model Schools (NAUMS) as an advisory board member.  

Starrla Fowler (Grammar School Dept. Head) 

Starrla Fowler, a co-founder and trustee of Veritas Acad-
emy, continues the curricular development work she has 

spearheaded since 2004 by serving as the Grammar 
School Department Head and chairing the Academic Team 

which consists of the Principal and all supporting depart-
ment heads.  Starrla graduated summa cum laude from the 

University of Texas at Austin, having also been honored 
with an award conferred upon the top student in the uni-
versityõs College of Education.  She then went on to teach 
in Houstonõs Spring Branch ISD, earning Teacher of the 

Year at her nationally recognized, exemplary rated school 
and being named runner-up in the ~30,000 student dis-

trict.  For five years Starrla also worked for the Harris 
County (Houston) Department of Education training teach-

ers in districts throughout the county in reading and writing 
programs.  She also served on district-wide committees for 

curriculum writing and for inclusion of disabled students 
while occupying numerous other leadership positions within 

her elementary school.  The education/training materials 
and videos that Starrla originated and produced at that 
time are still in use at the University of Texas today.  She 
òretiredó from teaching in 1996 to have children and man-
age a family business before later homeschooling her chil-

dren for a time before helping to start Veritas Acad-
emy.  Starrla and Jef now have three children at Veritas 

Academy in Kindergarten, 4th and 6th grades. 

Stuart (Chairman) & Susan Nolley 
Derek (Treasurer) & Carrie Peterson 

Dax (Vice-Chairman) & Jennifer McCracken 

Jef (Secretary) & Starrla Fowler 
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Grammar School  Core Faculty 

Jennifer Miller (Kindergarten) 

Jennifer Miller has lived in Austin for over thirty years.  She has two 
sons, Collin (age 7) and Connor (age 4).  She will celebrate her tenth 
wedding anniversary next year.  Jennifer has worked with young chil-
dren for over fourteen years.  She graduated from Texas State Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education and mi-
nored in early childhood as God has given her a heart to work with 
young children.  Jennifer taught Kindergarten in Dripping Springs Inde-
pendent School District for five years before starting her family and 
staying at home with her boys for several years before returning to 
teach again.  She was honored to be here at Veritas Academy as we 

launched our first year in 2005!  

 

Jennifer Miller 

 

Betty Caldwell 

Betty Caldwell (Kindergarten) 

Betty Caldwell is working with Amy Jo Dunsmore as Kindergarten Aide 
and teaching music in the Kindergarten Sampler.  She was born in Aus-

tin and has lived here all her life.  Growing up in South Austin, she 
graduated from Travis High School and went to the University of 

Texas.  While attending U.T., Betty worked in the Athletic Ticket Office 
where she enjoyed getting to know the coaches and players.  Her hus-

band, Gerry, is a Consulting Engineer, working with Architects in the 
design of building projects - mainly churches.  Their son, Michael, and 

his wife, Rachel, live in Los Angeles.  They have two sons and two pre-
cious granddaughters.  Betty enjoys calligraphy, sewing, and music.  

She is blessed and excited to be a part of the Veritas "Family" - train-

ing children for the Glory of God. 

 

Amy Jo Dunsmore 

Amy Jo Dunsmore (Kindergarten) 

Throughout her life, Amy Jo Dunsmore has always had an interest in 
teaching.  She attended Trinity University to pursue an education de-
gree.  There, she studied the humanities as an undergrad and contin-
ued on to pursue a Master's degree.  She graduated from both pro-
grams with honors.  Afterward, she taught kindergarten at Parmer 
Lane Elementary for two years.  She also served her church as the Jun-
ior High Ministry Assistant.  Her next job was at Sylvan Learning Cen-
ter as an Associate Education Director.  She has two children, whom she 

enjoys teaching at home and at Veritas.  

Patricia Gaither 

Patricia Gaither (Kindergarten) 

Patty Gaither is a Kindergarten Assistant teacher as well as the Kin-
dergarten Spanish elective teacher.  A native Texan, she was born and 

raised in San Antonio.  She graduated with a BS from Texas A&I Uni-
versity, where she met her husband, Justin, of 14 years.  After college, 
Patty worked in the transportation field in Dallas, doing highway con-

struction and traffic design.  God has blessed her and her husband 
with two beautiful girls.  Brittany is 11 years old, in 6th grade and has 
attended Veritas since the school was founded.  Hanna is 6 years old 
and in 1st grade; this is her second year at Veritas.  Patty joined the 

Veritas staff in January of 2006.  She loves children and volunteers at 

school, church and through scouting.   


