
 

Veritas in Prayer 
Five Scriptures for Starting 2018 out Right 

 
“Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch 
over you as those who must give an account.  Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.”  Hebrews 13:17  Father, you have all the 
answers.  Lord, we are grateful that you are the author of Truth.  May we continually seek you as the 
ultimate authority in our lives.  May all of our decisions be in complete submission to your Word.  
May we never resent or resist your leadership and lordship of our lives.  Forgive us for we often 
usurp authority, and out of our own sinful fleshly desires, we forge our own path, seeking our own 
plans and agendas rather than Yours.  We pray that our children learn the importance of the 
appropriate chain of command in their lives.  May we as parents reflect a Biblical submission to 
authorities in our lives so they will not be encumbered and weighted down by a prideful sin of 
disrespecting  authority in their lives. 
 
“All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, God opposes the 
proud but shows favor to the humble.  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time.”  1 Peter 5:5-6:  Lord, we exalt You!  Jesus perfectly 
demonstrated humility as He carried the cross and bore our sins.  Forgive us for usurping any 
worldly success we have accumulated through the years.  May we hang our identity on Your success 
rather than our own measly attempts for awards and praise.  Father, we so easily allow pride to fester 
within us.  It is so easy to flippantly say, “We give God the glory,” however, we muster up pride 
within our hearts.  Our actions tell a different story.  May we always credit You, Christ, for any good 
within us.  We are but “filthy rags” without the Holy Spirit.  May we be a people who are quick to 
recognize pride and then be as quick to repent and turn from it before it overtakes us.   
 
In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps.”  Proverbs 
16:9:  Lord, we stand guilty.  Often, we set You around our schedule rather than setting our schedule 
around You.  The culture we live in breeds worldly success.  Because we idolize our children, our 
portfolios, academic success, our top college institutions, and so on, we fail first seek You and Your 
plans for our lives.  We determine our own plans and expect to work you into our schedules.  May 
we, as a body, put priority on putting You first and front and center of our lives.  We commit to 
trust you and not live in fear.  Fear often drives us to worry that we will not be enough to make it in 
this world.  May we model trust in the Lord to them, that you will ordain our steps.  In doing so, we 
will walk in freedom, not worrying about outdoing one another for fear that we will not measure up. 
 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7     
Father, we recognize that we have reached frighteningly epidemic levels of depression and anxiety in 
our country.  Our children suffer from mental disorders unlike generations before us.  It is self 
inflicted; we realize the sin of it, Father.  We have allowed technology to hi-jack our lives which 
breeds a host of mental issues like anxiety, depression, and suicidal thoughts.  Insulate us, Lord.  Set 



us apart from this madness.  Only You can save us from ourselves.  We stand against an enemy who 
wants to take our minds captive.  We stand committed to fight for our children’s minds.  Hedge us 
all in, protect us.  Lord, intervene in our lives so we do not fall prey to this cultural norm. 
 
“Let the righteous strike me.  It shall be a kindness, and let him rebuke me.  It shall be as 
excellent oil.  Let my head not refuse it.”  Psalm 141:5  Lord, we stand against victim mentality.  
We recognize that life may not seem fair from our perspective, but life is not fair. You carried a 
cross to be crucified, and still you never blamed God.  You set a perfect example for us.  As you 
hung, you forgave your accusers.  Furthermore, may we never blame you or others at this school for 
our consequences.  May we not look at the speck in other’s eyes, not noticing the log in our own.  
May we be accountable to You and be truthful with ourselves.   May we receive holy correction 
when it is needed.  May we gratefully receive it.  May we be honest with ourselves and honest with 
others.  When correction comes, may we be spiritually mature enough to receive it.   
 
Are there any top five that make you squirm? If so, are you willing to ask the Lord to help you grow 
in the areas that convict you? 


