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2.

a Letter from the 
head of schooL

Dear Veritas Community,

First, a thank-you to all who have closely followed the updates we’ve put out over the summer 
and offered their input, encouragement, or constructive criticism. I attempted to read every 
article and watch every video provided and to respond to each missive individually but fell 
hopelessly behind earlier this month when I received more than 80 emails, texts, and phone 
calls in response to just one update… and other Veritas administrators have received many 
communications as well. Clearly, the opinions are many and varied on how best the school 
should reopen, which makes the trust you have placed in us to lead and care for the individual 
and collective good of our community—both immediately and long term—a responsibility that 
we appreciate and take very seriously.

To determine our plan, we have conducted much research and consulted, deliberated, debated, and prayed often and with 
many advisors. Guiding our process has been the repeated objective of maximizing in person, on-campus instruction for our 
students conducted in a manner that is as safe as reasonably and practically possible for both our kids and their teachers. 
Striking this balance is the challenge, and this document represents our best attempt at that given the current circumstances 
and the information available to us right now. If either changes significantly between now and the time school opens—or 
anytime thereafter—we reserve the right to alter these plans, exercising appropriate care.

Another priority in our planning is to be respectful of the widely varying needs and risk profiles of our families and, as 
much as is feasible, to offer multiple options for people to choose the mode of instruction that best suits their family. 
Similarly, we want to do all we can to retain teachers who may have residing within their households medically vulnerable 
individuals such that they—the teachers—cannot bear additional exposure that comes with in-person instruction. When 
both their environment/circumstances necessitates it and their teaching subject/content allows for it, we will explore the 
rare opportunity for the teacher to instruct remotely into the physical and virtual classroom. Of course, this will need to be 
extremely limited for the academic well-being of our students.

Lastly, guidance provided by governmental authorities and agencies such as the CDC, the State of Texas (Gov. Abbott, 
Attorney General Paxton, the Texas Education Agency (TEA)), and local health, city (Austin), and county (Hays) agencies 
establish for us the boundaries of what can and/or must be done. But within those boundaries, we’ve looked to the medical 
establishment, experiences of other schools that have reopened elsewhere (particularly in foreign countries), and peer 
schools that are concurrently making reopening plans, in order to guide the development of our plans, processes, and 
procedures.

So, without further ado and as announced in the July 17 School Memo, Veritas will begin the 2020-2021 school year on 
Monday, August 17, 2020. In order, this document presents the Modes of Education to be offered, the Campus Reopening 
Plan, and then the Protocols for Health & Wellness, On-Campus Learning, Distance Learning, and Virtual Veritas, followed by 
a brief Miscellaneous section. Happy reading!

To help me manage feedback, please direct comments and questions about this document to the following email address 
that will be monitored by several members of our staff so that I don’t overlook anything: Fall2020@VeritasAcademy.net. Thank 
you! Now let’s endeavor to enjoy this wild ride on which we still find ourselves.

Onward through the fog!
Jef Fowler, Head of School

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and he will establish your plans. The LORD works out everything to its proper end. Prov 16:3-4



3.

D EFINITIONS

For the 2020-2021 school year, we anticipate the need to toggle between multiple modes of school operations, depending 

upon various factors outside of our control. We intend to be nimble, adaptable, flexible, and prepared with a variety of con-

tingent responses. The modes listed below are our top three operating plans and are named by number to make it simple to 

prioritize and identify. Mode 1 is our top priority, and we will strive to have as many school days operating in Mode 1 as possi-

ble. Mode 3 is our lowest priority, and we intend to do everything in our power to minimize the number of school days spent 

operating in Mode 3.

modes of education
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Mode 1 is the least disruptive to education, but poses a higher risk of exposure. Mode 2 is more disruptive to the education of 

the off-campus students but presents a reduced risk of exposure. Mode 3 completely changes our model of education but 

also eliminates risk of exposure. 

Since there is risk of exposure with on-campus learning, any family who needs or desires Distance Learning will have that 

option this year, regardless of the school’s then current operating mode. In other words, the Distance Learning option will 

be available to any student whenever their classmates are attending school on campus this school year.

The various forms of school operations that may be employed throughout the school year to continue providing a 

robust learning experience for our students.

Modes of Education

Classes are available for students to view by livestream and recordings. While sick students will automatically opt into 

distance learning until they are cleared to return to campus, a family can also choose to keep their child(ren) home for 

school. When making this choice, families will notify the school and commit to their decision until the first Monday of the 

following month when they can decide to resume on-campus learning or to continue with distance learning for another 

month. Those students will not be allowed to rejoin on-campus classes early in order to minimize disruption to classes 

and burden on teachers.

Distance Learning

Classes are conducted online with instruction specifically adapted for faculty-student interaction and engagement. The 

school will determine when—and for how long—a toggle to Virtual Veritas is necessary for specific classes and/or grade 

levels. This experience will be more robust than what we were able to offer on such short notice in the Spring of 2020, 

as our Academic Team has been developing training and processes to support online learning through ingenuity, and 

consistency despite the obvious lack of physical, personal interaction this form of education necessitates.

Virtual Veritas

Classes are conducted on campus—either indoors or in outdoor classrooms—following safety measures and proce-

dures (detailed later in this document) to mitigate risk of exposure. Student configurations are as follows:

On-Campus Learning

• PreS-4th ─ In cohorts

• 5th-12th ─ Not in cohorts

Full Presence on 

Campus

Partial Presence on Campus
usually all GS on campus with a reduced 

presence for the SLR (TBD at the time)

No Presence on Campus / 

Virtual Veritas



• All of GS will continue to be on campus for in-person learning and training of health and safety policies. 

• The second-half of the SLR student body (who attended class via Distance Learning the previous week) will now 
attend class on campus while the other half attend class remotely. This will continue to keep the SLR Academic 
Building only half occupied during the first two weeks of classes as we make any necessary adjustments.

• Community feedback will again be gathered at the end of the week to gauge how things are going and make 
adjustments as needed.

4.

campus reopening pLan

To support our mission of partnering with families, we will begin the first two weeks of the 2020-2021 school year in 

Mode 2, and week three in Mode 1. This plan allows us time to train and evaluate our new procedures as we all learn and 

work together, sharing feedback, and making adjustments as needed to be at full stride by Labor Day while also laying a 

strong foundation for the remainder of the school year. 

Important: Due to both the model of our school and the many unique factors impacting this school year, we will be unable to admit/

(re)enroll students after the start of school.

WEEK ONE
August 17-21

• All of GS will be on campus for in-person learning and training of health and safety policies. They will also have the 

opportunity to learn and practice classroom routines that are foundational for year-long success and confidence in these 

grade levels.

• One-half of the SLR student body (divided by family) will begin the year on campus while the other half will begin the 

year via distance learning (this will flip for the second week of school). 

• All will be trained in health and safety policies, with those on campus having the opportunity to practice these 

procedures.

• Those at home will gain practice with the Distance Learning environment and become familiar with online tools that 

may be utilized throughout the school year.

• Community feedback will be gathered at the end of the week to gauge how things are going and make adjustments as 

needed.

WEEK TWO
August 24-28

WEEK THREE
August 31-September 4

• All students will be on campus for in-person learning as 
we continue to practice, evaluate, and make adjustments to new campus and 
classroom policies and procedures.

• Community feedback will again be solicited at the end of this week.



Faculty In-Service
on Tue-Wed & Fri, Aug 
11, 12, & 14, will take place 

on campus and will follow the 

logistics mentioned above for New 

Family and Faculty Orientation with 

assigned cohorts, social distancing, 

and face coverings with an agenda 

published in the Faculty Memo.

5.

New Student, Family & 
Faculty Orientation on Mon, 
Aug 10, will take place on campus 

from 8:30am-1pm with health and 

safety measures in place. Students, 

parents, and faculty will be assigned 

a cohort of ten or fewer people with 

whom they will remain for the day. All 

attendees will be expected to maintain 

social distancing, and adults and 

students in SLR will need to wear a face 

covering when not socially distanced. 

Boxed lunches will be included for 

parents and faculty in order to provide 

time for connecting and an informal 

Q&A. (Please send a sack lunch for your 

child(ren).) If you are unable to attend 

this orientation due to health risks, you 

may join us through our livestream. You 

will need to contact our Admissions 

Manager Shelby Hubbard by August 3.

We would like to provide Veritas parents the opportunity to first experience or try out the option that they feel is best for their family 

in order to make an informed longer term decision. As such, families who choose to keep their child(ren) home for distance learning 

for the first three weeks of school must complete a notification form by August 3. Then, at the end of the month—and each month 

thereafter—each family which has made this election must complete another form notifying the school of their election to continue 

distance learning, should that be their decision. A family can elect distance learning at any time, but their student(s) may not rejoin 

on campus classes until the first Monday of the following month.
• Distance learning gives the student access to the livestream of classes but does not allow for real time interaction with the class.

• The option for distance learning is planned to be offered for only the 2020-2021 school year.

• Families who decide to keep their child(ren) home for distance learning at the start of the school year must complete a notification 

form by August 3. 

• After the school year begins, families can submit a notification form and switch to distance learning at any time, but once selected, 

the student must commit to this format until the first Monday of the following month. (This is different from an on campus student 

who is absent due to illness/quarantine, as those students may rejoin the on campus class whenever they have recovered and been 

cleared to return.) 

• Students who opt into distance learning will have the opportunity to participate in certain extracurricular activities including sports. 

Participation will be limited to activites that occur outdoors, do not involve contact, that can be done with ample spacing, and do 

not involve interaction/potential exposure to a large number of other students (beyond just a small cohort or team). Students will be 

required to provide their own transportation.1

To ensure students, families, and faculty are all well prepared for our transition back to campus as well as the start of a new 
school year, we will continue to hold the valued (although modified) orientations and events below. Additional school events 
and dates will be evaluated after the school year begins.

Paideia Conference on Tue-
Wed, Aug 11-12, will be reformat-

ted this year as we launch a Paideia 

Speaker Series. This is something we 

are excited about, as it will allow us the 

opportunity to connect and support 

parents at the start of the school year 

and on an on-going basis throughout 

the year. The first installment of the se-

ries will be offered via livestream on the 

original dates of Aug 11-12 during the 

evenings. A schedule of these sessions 

will be published in the School Memo, 

with parents able to attend from their 

homes or as part of a small gathering in 

a friends’ home. Unfortunately, Paideia 

Camp has been canceled for this year.

Veritas Vision Night on Mon, 
Aug 10, will be a pre-recorded video 

this year, emailed to all families.

Grade Level Launches
on Thu, Aug 13, will be held on 

Google Meet. The schedule and 

launch links will be published in 

the School Memo.

Defender Date Night
on Fri, Aug 14, is canceled.

D I STANCE LEARNING OPTIONS

BACK-TO-SCHOOL EVENTS

Who should attend orientation on Mon, Aug 10?
All new families (parent & student), all 5th graders (because they are all new to the SL), and all new faculty members. 
Returning K & 9th Graders will not attend this year. 

1 Updated from “will not be able to participate in any campus activities, field trips, or extracurricular offerings during that time.” on Jan 29, 2021



 

6.

heaLth & WeLLness

We are convinced that a classical, Christian education delivered on campus and in person is best for our families and is the 

preferred mode of instruction for our teachers and students. At the same time, we do not take lightly the health risks and, 

consequently, are making extensive efforts to mitigate them. Some of these efforts include:

• Maintaining a relatively low student-to-teacher ratio

• Following our university-model schedule that minimizes exposure by reduced time on campus (2 days/week for GS 

and 3 days/week for SL)

• Developing and operating Virtual Veritas and other distance learning options

• Thoroughly training all faculty and staff on safety protocols prior to the start of school

• Spending the first several days of school training students on—and practicing and reinforcing—new safety protocols

• Providing teachers with the necessary PPE 

Keeping our campus healthy will be a collective effort, one we are asking everyone in our school community to support. It will 

be important for everyone to perform daily screenings and to notify Nurse@VeritasAcademy.net immediately should anyone 

test positive for COVID-19 or reside with someone who tests positive for COVID-19. We must all commit to supporting our 

community’s health and wellness and agree to keep our children, and ourselves, at home when we are not feeling well, have 

begun experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms that are not normal for us, or have potentially been directly exposed. 

It is the family’s responsibility to screen children before each school day and to keep symptomatic children at home, 

especially children with temperatures at or over 100.0 degrees1. Veritas will not be checking temperatures of students as 

they enter the building as we are counting on our families in this partnership, and as recommended by the Texas Education 

Agency (TEA), to self-screen. 

Symptoms to screen for include1:

MI TIGATING RISK

SCREENING & MONITORING OF ILLNESS

SELF-SCREENING OF STUDENTS

1 Symptoms updated on 9/30/20 to reflect Austin Public Health School Guidance V15 

FEVER
TEMP OVER OR 
EQUAL TO 100º 

WHEN TAKEN BY 
MOUTH

NEW SEVERE 
HEADACHE, 
ESPECIALLY 
WITH FEVER

SORE THROAT,
MUSCLE OR 

BODY ACHES

CHILLS
NEW LOSS 

OF TASTE OR 
SMELL

SHORTNESS 
OF BREATH OR 

DIFFICULTY 
BREATHING

DIARRHEA, 
VOMITING, OR 
ABDOMINAL 

PAIN

*NEW 
UNCONTROLLED 

COUGH 
THAT CAUSES DIFFI-
CULTY BREATHING

* for persons with chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline



7.

If your child exhibits any of these new or worsening symptoms, or has been in close contact with anyone who is test-

confirmed to have COVID-191, your child must stay home and you will need to notify the school via our new online attendance 

notification form. Your child may return to school once all three of the following criteria have been met:

All Faculty and staff members will also be required to self-screen as set forth above for students. 

At least one day (24 hours) have 
passed since recovery (resolution 
of fever without the use of fever-

reducing medications)2

Improvement of symptoms (e.g., 

cough, shortness of breath, etc.)
At least ten days have passed since 

symptoms first appeared

If your child has/had symptoms or has had close contact with an individual who3 is test-confirmed to have COVID-191 and 

wishes to return to school before completing all three of the above criteria, then you must either:

• Obtain a medical professional’s note clearing your child for return based on an alternative diagnosis; or

• Receive a confirmation that your child is free of COVID via an acute infection test at an approved COVID-19 testing 

location. (Approved testing locations can be found at https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/.)

The phrase “close contact” in the preceding bullet points is defined by the CDC and state authorities as being (a) directly 

exposed to infectious secretions or (b) being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional factors 

like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and the potential close contact have been consistently and 

properly masked), ventilation, presence of dividers, and case symptomatology may affect this determination. Either (a) or (b) 

defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case, defined as two days prior to symptom onset to 

10 days after symptom onset. In the case of asymptomatic individuals who are test-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious 

period is defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following the confirming lab test.

As outlined by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), all parents and visitors will undergo a verbal screening questionnaire, to 

include a temperature screening, during their check-in process at the GS Office or 2nd Floor Academic Building Receptionist 

Desk. 

If a student, teacher, or staff member is test-confirmed to have COVID-191, that person may not return to campus until 10 days 

have passed since the first symptom began, his/her symptoms have impvoed, and he/she has been fever free for at least 

24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medication. Siblings of the sick student, along with anyone other household 

members, must also stay home for 14 days to ensure that symptoms do not develop.

In the event of a test-confirmed positive COVID-191 case, we will close off areas that were highly used by the individual with 

the diagnosis until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be disinfected.* In addition, local health officials and close 

contacts will be notified, including the school’s senior administration as well as the cohort/class, grade level, and/or school 

(GS/SL/SR) of the infected individual, though the school may not be able to share the identity of that individual publicly 

because of health privacy laws.

Cognizant of TEA guidelines and recommendations by the American Academy of Pediatrics, we will conduct educational 

activities that allow for as much physical distancing as possible, especially when indoors and/or students are stationary. 

Faculty will configure their classrooms to maximize spacing between desks, allowing for no less than three feet, but ideally 

six feet, between students. School Heads will identify classroom situations where physical distancing cannot be achieved so 

an alternative solution may be implemented.

SELF-SCREENING OF STUDENTS CONT.

SELF-SCREENING OF FACULTY & STAFF

SCREENING ON CAMPUS OF PARENTS & VISITORS

POSITIVE COVID-19 TEST

PHYSICAL (SOCIAL)  DISTANCING

1 Updated from “lab-confirmed” to “test-confirmed” to reflect TEA Guidance issued Aug 27.
2 Updated from 3 days to 1 day to reflect TEA Guidance issued July 28.
3 Or close-contact was struck since all close contact results in a 14 day quarantine.
4 Updated from “a largely uninterrupted or sustained extended contact period throughout the course of a day of approximately 15 minutes” to “cumulative 
duration of 15 minutes” to reflect TEA Guidance issued Nov 5.  

* for persons with chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline

CLOSE CONTACT



1 Updated to provide a clearer definition of when to “Mask Up”
2 Updated to provide a clearer definition of when to “Mask Down”

FACE COVERINGS

8.

Government and health authorities, including the Center for Disease Control (CDC), the American Academy of Pediatrics, and 

the TEA, have advocated the effectiveness of face coverings in minimizing the transmission of the coronavirus. Consistent 

with their recommendations, Veritas will require, until further notice, the use of face coverings by all adults and students in 

the SLR when physical distancing is not possible and/or people are in a common area or during a transition. GS students will 

not be required to wear masks, though they may do so at the discretion of their parents.

Students and parents can choose a solid color face covering that works best for them. Administration and faculty will 

determine which face coverings faculty will wear that will be most effective for teaching. Our teachers are permitted to 

remove their masks when speaking at the front of the classroom. When moving about the class, teachers will put their masks 

up.

• Upon Arrival

• At Dismissal

• In common areas and transition times, 

including but not limited to hallways, lockers, 

bathrooms, stairwells, the elevator, and 

specific classroom situations where physical 

distancing is not possible

MASK UP 1 MASK DOWN 2

• Seated/stationary and properly physically 

distanced

• Outdoors, except when not physically distanced 

or at specific times of day including morning 

arrival and afternoon departure

• Eating

Veritas is blessed to have 97 acres as our home, which gives us the opportunity to maximize outdoor time, as recommended 

by the American Academy of Pediatrics and TEA. To that end, staff and volunteers are hard at work greatly increasing the 

number of outdoor classrooms available. Faculty will be encouraged to use outdoor spaces for learning whenever possible. 

Physical distancing will still be encouraged in outdoor spaces if the students are not moving, exercising, or playing. Face 

coverings are not required outdoors except during periods of high density such as morning arrival and afternoon pickup or 

when physical distancing is not being maintained.

If wireless connectivity is available, outdoor classes will also be streamed so that distance learners can participate. A possible 

solution for broadcasting wifi is under development at this time. 

O UTDOOR LEARNING

YOU MOVE,  YOU MASK STATIONARY & PHYSICALLY D ISTANCED



Our facility team will spray CDC-/EPA-approved 

products on surfaces daily

Frequently touched surfaces will be wiped daily 

during our campus clean-up time built into 

our bell schedule and again during evening 

cleaning.

Students and faculty will be trained to wipe 

down their work areas before sitting down and 

before departing each class period.

Students will use their own supplies whenever 

possible and will wipe down any shared supplies 

before and after each use. 

Handwashing and hand sanitizing will be 

emphasized and built into the school day.

9.

Signs will be placed throughout the campus to remind our community of the need to physically distance and wear face 

coverings where appropriate. Signage will also be placed in all restrooms emphasizing proper handwashing techniques. 

Additional signage will be posted demonstrating the proper techniques for coughing and sneezing.

Hand sanitizer will be in each classroom, with additional hand sanitizer stations placed at numerous locations around campus. 

Outdoor sinks and handwashing stations are also being installed in the Upper Village for 1st-4th grade. Across all grade 

levels, time for handwashing will be built into the daily schedule and expected of all students.

In areas that are difficult—and often impossible— to physically distance, SLR students and all adults will be required to wear 

face coverings. This includes the SR Student Commons and the Faculty Loft/Workrooms as well as hallways, stairwells, 

restrooms, the elevator, and student lockers.

Indoor large group gatherings will be eliminated when possible. Alternatives include meeting outside and holding virtual 

meetings. Chapels are already planned to be held outside when weather permits. When experiencing inclement weather, 

Chapel will be recorded and shared in Discipleship and Leadership classes for SLR and sent home for parents to watch with 

GS students.

Cleaning and disinfecting the campus will continue to be a top priority.

FACILIT IES

C LEANING & SANITIZING

SIGNAGE

HANDWASHING AND HAND SANITIZER STATIONS

COMMON AREAS

LARGE GROUP GATHERING AND SPECIAL EVENTS
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protocoLs for 
on-campus Learning

Students who do not have morning activities will be held in vehicles until 8am.

• GS students will walk straight to their classroom either via the carpool canopy or by walking with their parents from the 

parking lot. Social distancing icons and adults placed along walkways will help remind students to maintain acceptable 

social distancing measures. Also, while parents may walk their students to class, they will need to wear a face covering 

and refrain from entering the classroom during this busy time of day.

• SLR students will enter the Academic Building through the 1st floor Cafe/courtyard doors and proceed directly to their 

lockers and then their first period classroom. Requirements for social distancing and face coverings will need to be 

followed during drop-off, and monitors will be present to help remind and guide students. SL parents may also walk 

with their child on the first day of school, but need to wear a face covering and refrain from entering the classroom 

and/or gathering with friends indoors.

Careful attention is being paid to prioritize health and safety while also preserving the same high quality of education that is 

expected of Veritas. 

• GS students will be assigned to a classroom “cohort” and will remain in that cohort throughout the entire day. 

Additionally, scheduled breaks for handwashing, fresh air, and classroom sanitization and airing out will become part of 

their daily routine. Single student supplies will also be utilized to minimize sharing; and as weather permits, classes will 

often be held in our outdoor classrooms.

• SLR students will follow their class schedule as usual when attending class in person, with teachers being mindful 

of the various levels of entry as instruction in the spring was limited for many. As much as possible, students will use 

individual supplies, but if class resources are used, they will be sanitized at the end of class. Weather permitting, 

classes will often be held in our outdoor classrooms.

• GS students will remain with their class/cohort throughout the day, including times of transition as they go from their 

classroom to specials, lunch, and recess.

• SLR students will be expected to wear a face mask during all passing periods, while observing and maintaining social 

distancing whenever possible. Lower SL students will be asked to use the back stairwell only, and Upper SL and SR 

will use the glass stairwell. Lockers will be used, but handles will be sanitized multiple times throughout the day by our 

facilities crew and during campus clean-up. 

A RRIVAL

L E ARNING

TRANSITIONS

Microwaves will be closed, and the delivery of hot lunches (e.g., Chick-fil-A on Wednesdays and Double Dave’s on Fridays) 

will be postponed through Fall Break, at which time we will reassess. Vending machines will remain accessible, but students 

will need to bring their own packed lunch. Students will help clean all eating areas at the end of lunch.

KI TCHEN USE
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• As weather allows, GS students will eat lunch with their class/cohort outside at picnic tables or on picnic blankets 

while observing social distancing. Please help us minimize exposure by ensuring that your student has a well-

balanced meal and instructing your child to refrain from sharing items with classmates.

• SL students will be assigned to a lunch community of nine students or less, and each community will eat lunch in a 

classroom with an assigned Student Life monitor. We’re excited about this arrangement not only because it will allow 

for greater distancing during lunch and, thereby, minimize exposure, but it will also allow us to train and encourage 

deeper conversations and relationships between classmates. Please help us minimize exposure by ensuring that your 

student has a well-balanced meal and instructing your child to refrain from sharing items with classmates.

• SR students who remain on campus (and only upperclassmen are eligible to come and go) will be assigned to eat 

lunch in a particular room on campus for the first 20-mins of the lunch period. They may then either continue to hang 

out in the room or head outside. Student Life faculty will be present to interact with the students and help further build 

community in this less formal social setting. Room assignments will change periodically to foster the development and 

deepening of new relationships.

LU NCH

Unstructured, outdoor time is essential for the physical health of our students. Therefore, recess will continue. 

• GS students will be assigned to a classroom “cohort” and will remain in that cohort throughout the entire day. GS 

students will not be expected to wear masks, but they will be expected to social distance as much as possible. 

Students will attend recess with their class/cohort. 

• SL students will be encouraged to social distance during this unstructured time and encouraged to avoid activities that 

require close contact.

R ECESS

• GS students will still participate as a class/cohort in their optional after school electives as well as their in school fine 

arts specials: PE, art, music, and nature study.

• SLR students in dance, choir, drumline, and band will attend class outdoors when possible in order to socially distance. 

For dance classes, students will spend the first part of the year learning dances that will not require close proximity to 

one another. When necessary, students will be expected to wear masks and gloves. Further details regarding shows 

will be sent directly to students who have signed up for One Act Play and the Musical.

• Athletics will follow the guidelines of Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools (TAPPS) in the SR and Capitol 

Area of Private and Parochial Schools (CAPPS) in the SL.

EL ECTIVES,  F INE ARTS & ATHLETICS

• Similar to the M/W school schedule in GS, students enrolled in Friday Schole will attend classes in cohorts and will 

follow all of the sanitation and social distancing guidelines previously discussed.

GS  SCHOLE
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on-campus Learning cont. 

• GS students will be escorted to an assigned location at the end of the day where they will wait with their class/cohort 

for their parents via the carpool line. Parents will also be allowed to park and use the walk-up line to pick up their child, 

but will need to wear a face covering and maintain social distancing.

• SL students will remain with their last period class and wait in their assigned area in the courtyard while waiting for 

pick-up. SL students will need to wear their face covering during dismissal as do any parents who park and walk up to 

pick up their child. 

• SR students being picked up in carpool should follow the SL dismissal procedures. All other students should leave 

campus once their activities are done for the day. Brief lingering for socialization is permitted so long as our common 

area policies are followed.

A common value in University-Model Schools is that parents are primary but not solitary. Therefore, we want parents on 

campus to contribute to and foster strong connections and community. At the same time, in an attempt to protect our 

students and to follow guidelines recommended by the TEA, we ask that parent visits to campus be kept at a minimum 

during the first three weeks of school as we focus on helping our students and faculty adjust to new procedures and routines. 

If parents do need to visit campus, other than morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up, they will be screened for symptoms of 

COVID-19 and have their temperature taken at either the GS Office or the 2nd Floor Reception Desk. Visitors will be required 

to wear face coverings on campus to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

D I SMISSAL

VI SITORS

• GS Chapel will remain on the first Monday of the month and will take place by grade level outside. In the event of 

inclement weather, Chapel will be recorded and sent home for families to view later in the week. 

• SL Discipleship and SR Leadership classes will continue to play an integral part of our school as students are able to 

connect with their teacher and pray for individual, school, and family needs. All SLR Chapels will continue to be held.  

When weather allows, Chapel will be outside.  Otherwise, Chapel will be recorded and shown in Discipleship and 

Leadership classes.  

• These are integral parts of our community, and we will work to not just maintain our connections, but to grow and 

strengthen those even under these different circumstances. Therefore, we will be opportunistic, adaptable, and 

creative in planning and executing opportunities for students to have fun, connect, serve, and relate in meaningful 

ways while also remaining safe. We will do the same for parents, providing ways for us to connect with you and with 

one other as we continue to equip and support parents in their desire to build homes and families where faith and 

growth flourish. 

S PI RITUAL L IFE

STUDENT LIFE  &  FAMILY MINISTRIES
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protocoLs for 
distance Learning

Students engaged in distance learning will be expected to follow all expectations as outlined in the Student Handbook and the 
Virtual Veritas addendum that will be published prior to the start of school. 

ETI QUETTE & ATTIRE

• GS students in PreS-4th who take part in distance learning will have access to classroom instruction during the school day. 
Parents should also refer to the Lesson Plans section in Family Portal for additional direction and activities to be completed 
on M/W.

• SLR students will join the class live. Details are as follows:

• Only the teacher and white board will be on camera

• Ceiling mounted omnidirectional mics will allow students at home to hear the full class discussion, as though they were 
in the room

• Teachers will focus on instruction and management of the in class environment, with the distance learning student able 
to view, but not interact with the class

• Classes should be attended live, but may also be recorded and posted by the classroom teacher

L E ARNING

If parents elect Distance Learning for their child(ren), they must understand that:

• Distance learning gives the student access to the livestream of classes but does not allow for interaction with the class

• Families who decide to keep their child(ren) home for distance learning at the start of the school year must complete a 
notification form by August 3. 

• After the school year begins, families can submit a notification form and switch to distance learning at any time, but once 
selected, the student must commit to this format until the first Monday of the following month. (This is different from an on-
campus student who is absent due to illness/quarantine, as those students may rejoin the on-campus class whenever they 
have recovered and been cleared to return.) 

• Students who opt into distance learning will not be able to participate in any campus activities, including sports practices/
games, field trips, or other extracurricular offerings during that time. 

Because it is critical that students in distance learning remain connected to the school and current in their academic studies, 
classroom teachers will arrange for check-in points with these students.

ACCESS TO TEACHERS

While students and parents in distance learning will be unable to participate in on-campus activities, they are still a part of our 
community and are invited and encouraged to participate in any online activities and meetings that are offered.

STUDENT LIFE  &  FAMILY MINISTRIES

• SLR students should choose one of the following Fine Arts electives should they intend to remain in distance learning for a 
significant portion of the school year:

• SL: Ancient Art (5), Renaissance & Reformation Art (6), Early & Modern American Art (7/8), Creative Drama (5/6), 
Technical Theatre (7/8), Dance (5/6 & 7/8), and Choir

• SR: Drawing, Painting, Visual Arts Portfolio, Vocal Ensemble, Technical Theatre, and Swing

• Students who opt into distance learning will have the opportunity to participate in certain extracurricular activities including sports. 
Participation will be limited to activites that occur outdoors, do not involve contact, that can be done with ample spacing, and do 
not involve interaction/potential exposure to a large number of other students (beyond just a small cohort or team). Students will be 

required to provide their own transportation.1 

FI N E ARTS & ATHLETICS

1 Updated from “will not be able to participate in tryouts, practices/rehearsals, or games/performances...” on Jan 29, 2021
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protocoLs for 
VirtuaL Veritas

All teachers will use the following resources to instruct and engage students:

• Family Portal

• Google Meet

• Google Classroom

• Pre-recorded videos of instruction

• Curated video clips

Teachers will receive extensive training in the use of these technologies during our faculty in-service meetings in August. Training 

will also be provided for students and their parents. Be watching the School Memo for more information.

TECHNOLOGY

• The GS experience with Virtual Veritas this past spring was appropriate for the time, yet we recognize the importance of 

offering more direct instruction should we need to utilize this mode again during the 2020-2021 school year. Therefore, 

instruction will proceed as follows:

• GS classes will meet at a scheduled time each Monday and Wednesday on Google Meet

• Small group reading instruction will be held on Google Meet

• Teachers will create or curate videos to be used for instruction

• Assignments to be completed independently or with a parent will be collected in Google Classroom

Additionally, all GS families will have a Veritas login for Google Meet, making it easier to join/access meetings and 
instruction. More details will be provided through the GS Head should the need for Virtual Veritas arise.

• 5th/6th grade students will not be expected to follow the bell schedule. This is purposeful in order to allow parents the 

flexibility to create a schedule that works best for the family. 

• Lower SL students, however, will be expected to attend several classes on Google Meet each week. 

• All morning Discipleship classes will meet each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

• Each subject teacher will meet with students at least once per week. Teachers will coordinate with one another 

to establish a schedule that ensures class meetings are interspersed throughout the week. 

• All other instruction will be delivered via a handful of videos created or curated by the teacher along with specific 

assignments.

• 7th-12th grade students will be expected to follow the bell schedule each day with instruction to vary by teacher and 

incorporate various activities (e.g., Google Meet, videos, assignments, projects, etc.). Though the total number of hours spent 

doing school will be increased over what was experienced in the spring of 2020, the amount of testing will be reduced as 

we prioritize interesting projects and real-world assignments to make learning in this environment more meaningful and 

less stressful. Additionally, these types of assignments reduce the opportunity for academic dishonesty, an aspect of virtual 

learning that is very difficult to control. 

L E ARNING 
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Virtual Veritas will be considered a full academic experience. In order to prioritize learning, students will be expected to follow 

all expectations as outlined in the Student Handbook and the Virtual Veritas addendum that will be published prior to the start of 

school. 

ETI QUETTE & ATTIRE

School is much more than academics, especially at Veritas. Although it is more difficult to foster community virtually, our Student 

Life and Family Ministries programs and activities remain essential. Therefore, as we did in the spring, our Student Life and Family 

Ministries leaders and other administrators and faculty members will continue to offer creative ways for connection.

STUDENT LIFE  &  FAMILY MINISTRIES

misceLLaneous

Understandably, we have received a few inquiries from parents about tuition. As Veritas’s costs do not decrease in any of the three 

modes of education that we may toggle between this school year─ and, in fact, significant unbudgeted expenditures are being 

incurred in order to meet the unique challenges of this year ─no changes are being made to our Tuition & Fee Schedule or Financial 

Policies. In any mode of operation, our faculty and staff remain committed to delivering the highest quality education, support, and 

opportunities to our students and families that can be delivered in that environment.

If throughout the school year your family experiences a significant loss of income due to the current pandemic, please reach out to 

our Controller Allison Malone to inquire about possible assistance through the Bridge Fund. If you are not in need of help and find 

yourself in a position to help others, then please consider making a tax-deductible donation to the fund by visiting our website or 

contacting our Advancement Director Katie Luevano. 

TU I TION

This plan represents months of prayer, research, and planning as we’ve worked to maximize in-person, on-campus instruction in a 

manner that is as safe as reasonably and practically possible for both our students and their teachers. We have attempted to strike 

that balance, yet remain aware that changes may be necessary as we implement these plans and near the first day of school. Please 

continue to pray with and for our community and read the weekly School Memo each Friday for the most current updates and plans.

CO MMUNICATION

• COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for School Re-entry, American Academy of Pediatrics, June 6, 2020

• Schools for Health: Risk Reduction Strategies for Reopening Schools, Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of Public Health, June 2020

• COVID-19: Recommendations for School Reopening, The Hospital for Sick Children (affiliated with the Univ. of Toronto), June 17, 

2020

• Hays County Judge Ruben Becerra’s Orders and Amendments, through 4th Order, 1st Amendment issued on June 26, 2020

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s Executive Orders, through GA-29 issued on July 2, 2020

• SY 20-21 Public Health Planning Guidance, Texas Education Agency, July 7, 2020 and July 28, 2020

• Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton’s Letter To Religious Private Schools in Texas, July 17, 2020

• Reopening K-12 Schools During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Prioritizing Health, Equity, and Communities, A Consensus Study 

Report of The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Prepublication Copy in July 2020

• Preparing K-12 School Administrators for a Safe Return to School in Fall 2020, Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), updated July 23, 2020

Our thanks goes out to the Regents School of Austin and Liberty Christian School whose reopening plan documents and/or counsel 

were greatly beneficial in our crafting of this document.

R ESOURCES



TOGETHER WE ARE BETTER!


