
VERITAS ACADEMY 

 GRAMMAR SCHOOL SUMMER READING BINGO! 
 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
To keep language skills sharp over the summer, Veritas Academy sponsors a reading program. Students will                
read grade-level appropriate books and log their progress on a bingo card for the grade level in which they will                    
enter this fall. Participation is optional, but strongly encouraged for all students.  

When the student reads a book this summer, simply write the title and author of the corresponding book in the                    
appropriate Bingo Card square (note that certain genres, award winners, and required books may be included),                
and then look for ways to earn a BINGO. Upon completion of his/her reading goal, the student should return the                    
Bingo card with titles and authors listed and signed by both student and parent to the Veritas office on or before                     
September 9, 2019. Prizes will be distributed shortly thereafter. 

Although it is not our intent to "police" the appropriateness or “fit” of each book selected on a given Bingo                  
Card, we will be randomly reviewing the Bingo Cards for grade level appropriateness before prizes are awarded.                 
If a book is deemed inappropriate, off by two grade levels or more, then it would disqualify the square and                    
void any resulting BINGO or BLACKOUT. Therefore it is important that parents closely monitor the book               
selections that students enter onto their Bingo Cards. 

PRIZES 
The prize level earned depends on which BINGO is scored. 

LEVEL REQUIREMENT PRIZE(S) 

Level 1 All squares in a straight row or on the diagonal “I Love Reading” bookmark, pencil, and 
eraser 

Level 2 All squares filled in all around the perimeter Dress-down day plus bookmark, pencil, and 
eraser 

Level 3 All squares filled for a “black out” 
Dress-down day, bookmark, pencil, eraser, 
and a coupon to be used for a free book (up 
to $5 value) from Scholastic Book Clubs 

*** Prizes may vary. 

GUIDELINES ON CHOOSING A BOOK 
For your young reader to gain the most benefit from his or her independent reading, he or she must read in a 
book that "fits." At Veritas, we remind students that just as each of us must wear shoes that fit our feet, readers 
must read books that fit, too! As you are making your book selections over the summer, follow these few steps 
to ensure your student is reading a book that fits:  

1) Allow your student to select a book that looks interesting to them. 
2) Have your student open up to a page in the book. 
3) Have your student read some silently and/or aloud to you. 
4) Coach your student with these questions: Do I know most of the words on this page? Do I understand 

what is happening in the story? Am I interested in what I am reading?  

If your reader answers "yes" to the questions above, the book is probably a good fit.  
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There are benefits, as well, to readers reading (and listening) to books above their reading level. Consider this 
quote from Dr. Guszak's book (1997): "Readers have opportunities to develop fluency in the easier materials 
while they acquire new knowledge and reading strategies in the more challenging text..." (pg. 24)  

Another way to gauge whether or not your student is reading a book that fits is fluency. Fluency is one of the 
key indicators to the "fit" of a book. To take a quick fluency check, simply count the words read in 15 seconds 
and multiply that by four. For an independent level summer book, you would want to see your student reading at 
roughly the following rates:  

GRADE LEVEL WORDS PER MINUTE (WPM) 

Kindergarten 60-80 wpm 

1st Grade 80-90 wpm 

2nd Grade 100 wpm 

3rd Grade 120 wpm 

4th Grade 140 wpm 

SUGGESTIONS ON BOOKS TO READ 
Keep in mind our Classical curriculum approach when deciding on summer reading material. Please help your                
student(s) choose works of literature that are age, subject, and grade appropriate. Two excellent sources for               
appropriate books are: 1001 Children’s Books You Must Read Before You Grow Up, Books Children Love,                
and Honey for a Child’s Heart. The Veritas GS Reading List, located in print in the GS/Main office or online in                     
the Resources section of RenWeb, is a school developed list to help guide you through your child’s reading in                   
Grammar School and will be a great resource, as well. Please keep in mind any required grade level summer                   
reading and refrain from counting this on the BINGO card. 

Important Note: Grammar School Third and Fourth Grade teachers request that students refrain from reading               
certain titles that will be read in the upcoming school year. Titles for 3rd grade: Squanto Friend of the Pilgrims,                    
Farmer Boy, Johnny Texas, Pinocchio, The Cabin Faced West, Stuart Little, and Little Pilgrim’s Progress.               
Titles for 4th grade: Shades of Gray, Snow Treasure, Wind in the Willows, and Island of the Blue Dolphins. By                    
saving these titles for the classroom we will avoid frustration for both student and teacher when those books are                   
read in class. 

OTHER READING PROGRAMS 
Many other organizations offer reading incentive programs that your student could also participate in while               
completing his/her books for the Veritas reading program. Check your local library, HEB, or Barnes and Noble                 
for details. Pizza Hut also offers the “Book It!” program for homeschool families.  
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Student Name _____________________ Parent Signature _______________________ 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL SUMMER BINGO 
(3RD – 4TH GRADE) 

DUE BY SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 

Non-Fiction A Book of the 
Bible 

A Periodical 
(Possible Choices: 
God’sWorld News; 

Cobblestone; Appleseeds; 
Calliope; Cricket; Ranger 

Rick) 

Historical Fiction Free Choice 
(Any Book) 

Poetry Free Choice 
(Any Book) 

 

Non-Fiction A Book in a Series A Book From 
the Summer 

Required 
Reading List 

Any Award 
Winner 

Classic Literature 
(May be Adapted/Abridged) 

Free Space 

Historical Fiction Mystery 

Read a Juvenile 
Storybook aloud 

to a friend or 
sibling 

Any Award 
Winner 

Poetry A Book Loved by 
Mom or Dad 

Non-Fiction 

A Book About 
Another Culture 

A Book 
Recommended by 

a Friend 
 

A Biography 
(Possible Choices: The Back 
of Beyond: A Story About 

Lewis & Clark  by Andy 
Russell Bowen; And Then 

What Happened, Paul 
Revere? by Jean Fritz; The 

Double Life of Pocahontas by 
Jean Fritz; Let’s Play Soldier, 

George Washington by 
Connie Rood) 

Free Choice 
(Any Book) 

 

Fantasy 
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